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INSIDE  N.I. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


July,  1999  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  person  has  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  September  1,  1999,  the 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2546-MT  Holden  W.  Westland 

(Precivil  Gold) 


Life  Memberships:  Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years 
standing  upon  application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00  down  and 
four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  have  received  the  following  donation  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

DANIEL,  Howard  A.  $5.00  Cash  General  Operating  Fund 

j|c  Hi  j|c 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


The  Library  has  nothing  to  report  this  month,  but  would  like  to  ask  that  the  NI 
membership  act  as  our  eyes  and  ears  to  help  in  up-dating  our  book  collection.  If  you 
have  purchased  a new  book  that  you  believe  would  also  be  an  asset  to  our  collection, 
please  let  us  know.  We  need  to  know  the  title,  author,  subject,  where  you  purchased 
the  book,  and  the  cost  If  you  want  to  add  a few  comments  please  do  so.  Our  budget 
is  restricted  so  if  we  have  to  make  a choice  your  comments  will  help  in  our  decision 
making. 

The  Library  would  again  also  like  to  remind  our  members  that  when  you  clean  out 
your  reference  collection,  please  keep  us  in  mind.  Don’t  worry  about  sending  us 
something  that  you  think  we  might  already  have.  Our  duplicates  are  sent  to  Dallas 
to  be  re-sold  at  the  NI  bourse  tables,  the  profits  being  returned  ot  the  Library  to  be 
used  to  purchase  new  books.  Everyone  benefits  by  your  generosity. 
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Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  AWARDED  TO  DAVID  BLOCK  and 
RALPH  A.  CANNITO 


The  Board  of  Governors  has  awarded  an  Honorary  Life  Membership  to  David  Block 
for  his  outstanding  service  to  Numismatics  International  as  Curator  of  the  John  Graves 
Memorial  Paper  Money  Collection.  David  has  also  been  a regular  contributor  of 
feature  articles  to  the  NI  Bulletin  with  a total  of  27  articles  contributed  from  1974  to 
present,  as  well  as  numerous  filler  items  and  book  reviews. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito  has  been  awarded  an  Honorary  Life  Membership  in  recognition  of 
his  outstanding  service  to  Numismatics  International  by  contributions  to  the  NI 
Reference  Collection.  Having  been  a member  of  NI  since  1973  Ralph  has  donated 
thousands  of  different  coins  to  the  NI  Reference  Collection  and  his  donations  are  a 
significant  part  of  the  total  collection  which  has  been  supported  entirely  by  the 
membership. 

CORRIGENDUM  - "BIMETALLIC  TOKENS  OF  BRAZILIAN  SUGAR 
ESTATES" 

There  was  a glaring  error,  through  no  fault  of  the  author,  in  A.  O.  F.  De  Barros’ 
excellent  article  "Bimetallic  Tokens  of  Brazilian  Sugar  Estates",  published  in  the  May 
1999  issue  pp.105-109.  On  page  107  the  text  read:  "a  leading  role  in  the  country  in 
terms  of  output  of  sugar  and  other  products  like  "caoutchouc",  a strong  Brazilian 
liquor  made  of  sugar  cane."  The  error  was  that  "caoutchouc"  was  substituted  for  the 
correct  word  "cacha5a".  "Caoutchouc"  is  a French  word  which  means  "rubber"  and 
through  the  miracles  of  technology  in  computer  programs,  "cacha9a"  was  changed  to 
the  French  word  during  spell-check  and  the  error  was  overlooked  by  the  editor  and 
we  apologize  for  the  erroneous  result.  I would  imagine  many  of  you  knowledgeable 
in  French  have  been  wondering  just  how  rubber  was  used  in  the  making  of  "a  strong 
Brazilian  liquor". 

ft******************************************************************* 


PLAYING  CARDS  AS  MONEY 

MONTREAL — Early  residents  of  this  historic  French  Canadian  city  knew  the  literal 
meaning  of  a fortune  on  a card. 

In  the  18th  century  money  was  so  scarce  playing  cards  were  used  as  legal  tender. 
The  cards  were  signed  on  the  back  by  the  administrators  of  the  Province  to  make 
them  legal  "money".  Such  cards,  together  with  a land  transfer  written  on  the  back  of 
a jack  of  hearts,  are  among  exhibits  which  guides  point  out  to  American  visitors  in 
the  McCord,  National  Museum  of  McGill  University. 

(Reprinted  from  HOBBIES,  The  Magazine  For  Collectors,  September,  1951,  P-130.) 
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ST.  FRANCIS  XAVIER 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  Nl  # 2382 

Francis  Xavier  (1)  was  bom  of  an  aristocratic  Spanish-Basque  family  at  the  castle  of 
Xavier  near  Pamplona  in  1506.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  his  parents  sent  him 
to  study  in  Paris.  It  was  there  that  he  met  Ignatius  Loyola  and,  in  1534,  with  him  and 
five  others,  vowed  to  follow  Christ  in  poverty  and  chastity,  and  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  Thus  was  founded  the 
Society  of  Jesus,  better  known  as  the  Jesuits. 

Francis  was  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  Christian  missionaries  (indeed,  he  is  now 
the  patron  saint  of  missionaries).  He  arrived  in  the  Portuguese  colony  of  Goa  on  the 
west  coast  of  India  in  May  1542.  There  he  found  he  had  as  much  work  to  do  on  the 
Portuguese  as  on  the  heathen  native  Indians,  for  he  found  the  place  ruled  by  avarice, 
usury  and  debauchery.  When  slaves  were  beaten,  it  is  said,  their  owners  used  their 
rosary  beads  to  count  the  lashes  (2);  slaves  were  bought  and  sold  on  the  very  steps 
of  the  Cathedral  (3). 

Towards  the  end  of  1542,  Francis  set  out  to  evangelise  among  the  pearl  fishers  of 
Cape  Comorin,  the  southern  tip  of  India.  Here  he  is  said  to  have  performed  many 
miraculous  cures,  and  even  to  have  raised  four  persons  from  the  dead  (4).  This  was 
followed  by  further  work  in  Travancore,  where  he  is  said  to  have  been  blessed  with 
the  gift  of  tongues  (5)  though  I should  perhaps  add  that  according  to  other  accounts 
Francis  was  no  great  shakes  as  a linguist,  and  often  relied  on  interpreters  (6).  Be  that 
as  it  may,  in  1545  he  set  out  for  the  East  Indies,  preaching  in  Malacca  on  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  and  in  the  Indonesian  Islands  of  the  Moluccas,  earning  himself  the 
nickname  of  the  Apostle  of  the  Indies  in  the  process.  In  1548  he  went  to  Ceylon  and 
in  1549  he  set  out  for  Japan.  Having  made  some  2000  converts  there,  he  returned 
to  India  in  1551,  where  he  laid  plans  for  a mission  to  China.  Setting  out  in  1552  his 
expedition  had  reached  the  desolate  island  of  Sancian,  about  a hundred  miles 
southwest  of  Hong  Kong,  from  where  the  Saint  hoped  to  land  secretly  in  China,  the 
country  being  at  that  time  closed  to  foreigners.  It  was  here  that  a violent  fever  seized 
him.  At  first  he  took  shelter  on  the  ship  which  had  brought  him  there,  but  ever  prone 
to  sea-sickness,  he  found  its  motions  intolerable  and  begged  to  be  taken  ashore. 
Unfortunately  the  only  shelter  there  was  a ramshackle  wooden  framework,  open  on 
every  side,  covered  only  with  threadbare  palm-leaves  through  which  the  November 
winds  howled  ceaselessly  (7).  It  was  here  that  on  3rd  December  1552  he  died, 
attended  only  by  one  Chinese  serving  boy,  and,  it  is  said,  protected  only  by  his 
crucifix. 

That  crucifix,  incidentally,  has  a wonderful  story  attached  to  it  that  I cannot  resist  re- 
telling here.  Apparently,  on  one  occasion,  whilst  at  sea  in  the  East  Indies,  his  ship 
was  caught  up  in  a terrible  storm.  The  crew  begged  him  to  pray  for  them,  whereupon 
the  Saint  held  up  his  crucifix  to  the  raging  winds,  and  the  storm  abated. 
Unfortunately  the  ship  gave  a sudden  lurch  and  the  crucifix  fell  overboard.  Some 
time  later,  though,  having  made  land  safely,  the  Saint  was  walking  by  the  sea-shore 
when,  lo  and  behold,  he  espied  a large  crab  ambling  directly  towards  him  and 
carrying  his  beloved  crucifix  between  its  claws.  Having  delivered  the  said  crucifix, 
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the  crab  turned  and  ambled  back  into  the  sea  again!  Even  the  most  faithful  have  been 
known  to  dub  this  story  as  "almost  unbelievable"!  (8) 


The  bronze  Spanish  medal  shown  here,  actual  size,  as  Fig.  1,  which  is  probably  of 
eighteenth  century  date,  is  interesting  in  that  it  depicts  the  death  of  Saint  Francis 
Xavier  in  the  dilapidated  beach-shelter  described  above.  He  clutches  his  crucifix  and 
in  the  background  his  ship  is  just  visible.  The  legend  is  S.FRAN.X  (=  St.  Francis 
Xavier).  The  same  scene  is  depicted  in  a painting  by  Carlo  Maratta  (1625-1713)  (9). 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  is  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  (=  S.C.IESV)  surmounted  by 
a cross  and  wreathed  in  thorns.  The  mark  on  left  side  of  the  heart  I at  first  took  to 
be  a slight  dent  in  the  medal,  but  actually  it  is  probably  intended  to  represent  the 
lance- wound  in  Christ’s  side. 


Fig.  2 


Rather  more  common  than  this  type  of  medal  is  the  type  depicted,  actual  size,  in  Fig. 
2,  where  St.  Francis  Xavier  is  paired  with  St.  Ignatius  Loyola.  The  legend 
accompanying  the  latter  is  SA.  IGNATIVS  SOC.  IES.  F.  signifying,  I presume,  St. 
Ignatius,  Founder  (FVNDATOR)  of  the  Society  of  Jesus.  This  particular  bronze 
medal  is  probably  Spanish  and  of  nineteenth  century  date. 

St.  Ignatius,  like  St.  Francis,  has  a number  of  miraculous  stories  told  about  him.  It 
is  said,  for  example,  that  his  sanctity  was  such  that  on  at  least  one  occasion  he  was 
seen  to  levitate  whilst  kneeling  in  prayer  (10),  a feat  also  attributed  to  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena,  who  used  to  levitate  her  way  up  and  down  stairs,  much  to  the  alarm  of  her 
mother  (11).  Again  it  is  said  of  Ignatius  that  on  occasion,  when  locked  in  prayer,  his 
face  literally  radiated  light  (12),  so  that  the  representative  rays  on  the  reverse  of  Fig. 
2 are  in  his  case  a record  of  literal  fact  - well,  if  the  story  can  be  believed,  that  is,  for 
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I must  say  that  I myself  am  more  than  a little  skeptical  of  many  saintly  miracles.  1 
know  there  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth  than  are  dreamt  of  in  my  philosophy, 
and  I know  that  God  moves  in  mysterious  ways  and  all  that,  but  those  stories  of  the 
levitation  of  St.  Ignatius,  like  those  of  the  ability  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  to  be  in  two 
places  at  once  (13)  (bilocation,  as  students  of  the  Twilight  Zone  call  it),  do  make  me 
raise  an  eyebrow.  As  for  that  story  of  the  crab  and  the  crucifix,  well 

But  there’s  more.  Readers  of  NI  Bulletin  will  know  that  I have  an  interest  in  the 
amuletic  use  of  religious  medals.  E.  Cobham  Brewer  (14)  tells  us  of  diseases  being 
cured  by  a medal  of  St.  Francis  Xavier: 

"A  woman  called  Lucy  de  Villanzan,  above  120  years  old,  who  had 
been  baptized  by  Xavier,  had  a medal  of  the  saint  struck  at  Coccinum. 

For  twelve  years  together,  she  touched  with  this  medal  all  sorts  of  sick 
and  diseased  folk,  and  as  many  as  she  touched  were  instantly  made 
whole.  Ulcers  and  cancers,  blains  and  boils,  wounds  and  sores,  were 
cured  merely  by  washing  them  with  water  in  which  the  medal  had 
been  immersed.  Many  other  marvellous  things  were  done  by  the  virtue 
of  this  medal."  (p.268) 

Coccinum,  I would  guess,  is  an  old  name  for  Cochin. 

Again,  Brewer  tells  how  the  Jesuit  St.  John  Francis  Regis  (1597-1640)  cured  a woman 
using  a medal  of  his  order: 

"St.  John  Francis  Regis  went  to  confess  a woman  given  over  by  the 
physicians,  and  supposed  by  them  to  be  at  the  point  of  death.  The 
friends  asked  St.  Regis  to  cure  her,  and  the  saint,  putting  the  medal  of 
his  order  into  a cup,  blessed  the  water,  and  gave  it  to  the  woman  to 
drink.  No  sooner  had  she  tasted  it,  than  the  fever  left  her...."  (p.267) 

The  dipping  of  the  medal  into  water,  in  this  extract  and  the  previous  one,  then  giving 
the  water  to  the  sick  to  drink,  or  bathing  their  wounds  with  it,  is  a practice  found  in 
connection  with  other  religious  medals,  such  as  those  of  St.  Benedict,  for  example 
(15).  Interestingly,  the  same  practice  is  known  to  have  been  followed  in  India  using 
charms  made  in  imitation  of  the  coins  of  Akbar  (16).  I leave  readers  to  draw  their 
own  conclusions  on  that  one! 

For  another  medal  of  the  St.  Francis  Xavier/St.  Ignatius  Loyola  type,  see  R.  J. 
Hubert’s  article,  "Saints  in  Metal"  in  NI  Bulletin,  December  1988,  p.281-2.  I have  a 
very  similar  piece,  slightly  smaller,  but  so  similar,  in  fact,  that  it  seems  likely  to  be 
a product  of  the  same  workshop.  Small  world 

Notes. 


(1)  My  account  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  is  compiled  from  various  sources,  mainly 
two  different  editions  of  Alban  Butler’s  Lives  of  the  Saints,  that  of  1928  (ed. 
Husenbeth)  and  that  of  1956  (ed.  Thurston  and  Attwater),  plus  a small  booklet, 
St.  Francis  Xavier  by  C.  C.  Martindale  (1936;  repr.  1995).  Since  most  sources 
repeat  the  same  details  of  the  Saint’s  life,  it  is  unnecessary  to  reference  most 
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of  them,  but  where  I have  used  odd  details  which  feature  in  one  source  but  not 
another,  I have  referenced  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  curious. 


(2)  Butler  (1956),  vol.  4,  p.475. 

(3)  Martindale  p.12. 

(4)  Butler  (1928),  vol.  4,  p.282-3. 

(5)  Butler  (1928),  vol.  4,  p.283  & p.287. 

(6)  Butler  (1956),  vol.  4,  p.478. 

(7)  Butler  (1928),  vol.  4,  p.290;  Martindale  p.20. 

(8)  Joan  Carroll  Cruz,  Mysteries,  Marvels,  Miracles  in  the  Lives  of  the  Saints 

(1997),  p.491.  The  "almost  unbelievable"  quote  is  from  Mrs.  Cruz. 

(9)  Reproduced  in  John  Coulson’s  book  The  Saints  (1960),  p.212. 

(10)  Cruz  p.39. 

(11)  Cruz  p.38. 

(12)  Cruz  p.  165. 

(13)  Cruz  p.  10. 

(14)  E.  Cobham  Brewer,  A Dictionary  of  Miracles  (1897  edition). 

(15)  See  my  article,  "The  Cryptic  Medals  of  St.  Benedict"  in  NI  Bulletin , May 
1998,  p.142-145. 

(16)  See  my  article,  "Religious  Medals  VI:  Indian  Temple  Tokens  and  the  Mystery 
of  913"  in  NI  Bulletin , February  1998,  p.36-43. 
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ST.  ELIGIUS,  AN  INTRODUCTION 

Mike  Davis,  Piqua,  Ohio,  NI  # 2392 

Eligius  (Eloi  in  French)  was  bom  in  Chaptelat  (Terrigia),  in  what  is  now  France,  in 
A.D.  588,  when  this  area  was  ruled  by  the  Merovingian  dynasty.  Being  of  Gallo- 
Roman  descent,  he  first  became  a goldsmith,  then  an  apprentice  to  the  Mintmaster  at 
the  Limoges  Mint.  He  was  summoned  to  Paris  by  the  Royal  Treasurer  to  the  court 
of  King  Clotaire  II  (Chlotar).  Eligius  was  appointed  to  the  Royal  Court  and  was 
commissioned  to  produce  a throne.  Afterwards  he  was  appointed  as  Master  of  the 
Mint  in  Paris.  When  King  Clotaire  II  died  in  629,  he  was  succeeded  by  Dagobert  I. 
Eligius  continued  to  be  Mintmaster  and  oversaw  the  coinage  and  finances  of  the 
kingdom.  Through  the  years,  because  of  this  revered  position,  Eligius  became  very 
wealthy.  After  the  death  of  King  Dagobert  I,  the  king  was  succeeded  by  Clovis  II  in 
639.  Clovis  II  and  the  subsequent  kings  of  the  Merovingian  dynasty  were  just 
figureheads,  the  kingdom  actually  being  ruled  by  the  Carolingian  families  (with  papal 
support  became  rulers  of  all  the  Franks,  and  eventually  ruled  by  Charlemagne). 

Because  of  this  situation  Eligius’  responsibilities  in  the  Royal  Court  were  diminished, 
however  he  was  elected  as  Bishop  of  Noyon-Toumai  in  640-641,  and  with  his  wealth, 
founded  monasteries,  nunneries,  and  churches,  including  the  Abbey  of  Solignac,  which 
is  still  standing  today.  He  also  served  as  Court  Counsellor  to  the  Regent  Queen 
Bathildis.  While  serving  as  bishop  he  condemned  slavery  and  poverty.  He  died  in 
659  at  the  age  of  7 1 years. 

During  his  time  as  Mintmaster,  Eligius  designed  and  minted  47  different  coins,  some 
with  his  own  name  as  part  of  the  legend.  The  moneyer’s  symbol  he  used  was  the 
croix-ancree  (anchor-cross)  (Fig.  1),  also  known  to  be  used  by  two  other  moneyers 
afterwards. 
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Fig.  1 

Since  his  death  he  became  traditionally  the  patron  saint  of  goldsmiths,  but  more 
recently  because  of  his  background  is  also  the  patron  saint  of  numismatics,  whose 
feast  day  is  December  1. 

Over  122  medals  commemorating  St.  Eligius  have  been  produced.  Some  examples 
are  shown  below.  The  first  (Fig.  2)  is  a medal  struck  by  the  Van  Brook  Mint, 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1974.  It  was  struck  in  bronze,  silver,  and  goldplated  silver, 
has  a diameter  of  39mm,  is  octagonal,  and  numbered. 
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Fig.  2 

The  obverse  depicts  St.  Eligius  at  work  on  a coinage  die.  The  reverse  reproduces  the 
design  of  a coin  struck  for  Clotaire  n,  notice  the  croix-ancree  at  the  right. 


Fig.  3 


The  next  example  (Fig.  3)  was  struck  for  the 
Texas  Numismatic  Association  in  1996  to  mark 
their  38th  convention.  The  design  is  similar  to 
the  above  medal,  and  also  used  the  croix-ancree 
as  part  of  the  devices. 

These  medals  were  struck  in  1 ounce  silver, 
numbered,  and  in  antiqued  bronze. 

In  a related  story,  also  from  Texas,  in  1994  as  a 
school  assignment  at  St.  Anthony  School  in  San 
Antonio,  eighth-grade  students  were  to  write 
essays  on  numismatic  topics  to  promote  St. 
Eligius  as  the  patron  saint  of  numismatics. 


Figure  4 shows  a medal  struck  in  pewter,  whose  reverse  depicts  a coinage  design 
struck  for  Dagobert  I,  using  the  croix-ancree  and  the  name  "Eligi"  as  part  of  the 
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design.  This  particular  medal  is  given  to  members  of  the  Order  of  the  St.  Eligius. 
This  Order  was  founded  in  1989  in  Quebec  City,  and  as  of  1994,  seventeen 
numismatists  have  been  inducted  as  Knights  worldwide. 

Sources. 


NI  Bulletin , January  1994,  book  review. 

Coin  World,  1994,  1996. 

Grolier  Encyclopedia,  1991. 

Letter  from  St.  Eligius  Numismatic  Museum,  Val-David,  Quebec,  1994. 
******************************************************************** 


CHUCKRUM 

CHUCKRUM,  s.  An  ancient  coin  once  generally  current  in  the  S.  of  India, 
Malayal.  chakram,  T&l.  chakramu;  from  Skt.  chakra.  It  is  not  easy  to  say  what  was 
its  value,  as  the  statements  are  inconsistent;  nor  do  they  confirm  Wilson’s,  that  it  was 
equal  to  one-tenth  of  a pagoda.  [According  to  the  Madras  Gloss,  (s.v.)  it  bore  the 
same  relation  to  the  gold  Pagoda  that  the  Anna  does  to  the  Rupee,  and  under  it  again 
was  the  copper  Cash,  which  was  its  sixteenth.]  The  denomination  survives  in 
Tranancore,  [where  28!4  go  to  one  rupee]. 

1554. — "And  the  fanoms  of  the  place  are  called  chocroes,  which  are  coins  of 
inferior  gold;  they  are  worth  1214  or  12V4  to  the  pardao  of  gold,  reckoning  the  pardao 
at  360  reis."  — A.  Nunez,  Livro  dos  Pesos,  36. 

1711. — "The  Enemy  will  not  come  to  any  agreement  unless  we  consent  to  pay 
30,000  chuckrums,  which  we  take  to  be  16,600  and  odd  pagodas." — In  Wheeler,  ii. 
165. 

1813. — Milbum,  under  Tanjore,  gives  the  chuckrum  as  a coin  equal  to  20  Madras, 
or  ten  gold  fanams.  20  Madras  fanams  would  be  4/9  of  a pagoda. 

[From  the  difficulty  of  handling  these  coins,  which  are  small  and  round,  they  are 
counted  on  a chuckrum  board  as  in  the  case  of  the  Fanam  (q.v.).] 

(From  HOBSON -JOBSON,  A glossary  of  colloquial  Anglo-Indian  words  and 
phrases,  and  of  kindred  terms,  etymological,  historical,  geographical  and 
discursive,  by  Col.  Henry  Yule  and  A.  C.  Burnell,  Originally  Published,  1903, 
Reprint,  February,  1968.) 
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COINS  WITH  MULTIPLE  DENOMINATIONS 


Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  #7  786 

One  possible  theme  collection  has  a double  numismatic  flavor.  I refer  here  to  coins 
with  more  than  one  denomination  mentioned  on  them. 

The  largest  group  of  these  owes  it  existence  to  a change  in  the  monetary  system. 
This  may  involve  a different  subdivision  of  an  existing  unit.  In  the  United  States  the 
first  cents  and  half  cents  indicated  their  value  also  as  1/100  and  1/200.  The 
Netherlands  authorities  started  at  the  other  end.  For  nearly  a century  their  guldens 
proclaimed  their  value  as  100  cents,  the  halves  as  50  cents.  Only  from  the  early 
1900s  on  were  the  Dutch  left  to  figure  that  out  for  themselves. 

In  the  early  1800  several  Swiss  Kantons  decimalized  their  currency  systems,  without 
unifying  them  across  the  country.  Many  went  from  1 batzen  = 4 kreuzer  to  1 batzen 
= 10  rappen,  and  indicated  that  new  equivalence.  But  for  instance,  Glarus  showed  its 
schilling  to  be  worth  3 rappen,  and  Geneva  went  its  own  way.  In  Spain  from  1854 
to  1864  the  authorities  warned  the  loyal  subjects  that  the  old  cuartillo  now  properly 
was  a 25  centimos  de  real.  As  the  currency  system  was  changed  several  times  in  a 
short  period,  said  subjects  were  confused  anyway.  The  first  silver  florin  introduced 
in  Great  Britain  insisted  that  it  was  a tenth  of  a pound. 

There  must  be  stories  behind  some  of  these  multidenominated  coins  which  have 
escaped  me.  Why  did  the  Danish  West  Indies  between  1905  and  1913  strike  besides 
5 francs  = 1 daler  coins  others  with  5 bits  = 1 cent?  Surely  the  bit  values  must  have 
been  a novelty  as  formal  units.  And  in  1920  in  (British)  East  Africa  50  cents 
equalled  a shilling,  the  next  year  and  henceforth  only  half  a shilling.  I seem  to 
remember  that  there  was  some  trickery  behind  that  change. 

Some  coins  with  multiple  denominations  represent  the  currency  transition  from  one 
set  of  units  to  another.  This  is  the  case  with  the  Norwegian  coins  issued  in  1874-75 
for  its  entry  in  the  Scandinavian  Monetary  Union.  They  show  values  like  10  0re  = 
3 skilling,  1 krone  = 30  skilling  and  20  kroner  = 5 speciedaler.  Similarly  Rhodesia, 
now  Zimbabwe,  facilitated  the  change  to  a decimal  system  by  issuing  in  1964  coins 
of  6 pence  = 5 cents,  1 shilling  =10  cents  and  2 shillings  = 20  cents.  Unclear  is  why 
they  continued  to  issue  3 pence  pieces. 

In  1930  Belgium  tried  to  introduce  a new  monetary  unit,  the  Belga,  worth  five  francs. 
For  a few  years  coins  were  struck  in  nickel  in  this  system,  1 belga  = 5 francs,  2 
belgas  = 10  francs  and  the  unwieldy  4 belgas  = 20  francs.  The  project  was  unpopular 
and  was  soon  dropped.  In  1965  Madagascar  similarly  introduced  the  ariary  of  five 
francs.  Coins  of  5 francs  = 1 ariary,  10  frances  = 2 ariary  and  20  francs  = 4 ariary 
were  struck.  Lower  values  were,  I think,  solely  in  francs  and  centimes,  higher  ones 
only  in  ariary  values.  Though  here  too  the  measures  were  not  popular  - when  I 
visited  the  island  in  1986  everybody  reckoned  in  francs  - the  government  persisted 
for  nationalist  reasons. 
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A very  special  case  of  multidenominated  coins  is  formed  by  those  pieces  that  were 
struck  for  circulation  in  more  than  one  country  at  the  same  time,  each  with  a different 
monetary  system.  These  countries  would  be  politically  linked,  and  usually  only  the 
less  powerful  one  showed  the  multiple  values  on  its  currency.  Examples  are 
Schleswig-Holstein  and  Poland. 

The  two  duchies  of  Schleswig,  originally  a Danish  fief,  and  Holstein,  which  formed 
part  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  and  later  of  the  German  Federation,  were  united  in 
personal  union  to  Denmark.  While  the  Danish  king  tried  to  tighten  the  bond,  the 
duchies,  whose  population  was  mainly  German,  except  in  northern  Schleswig,  tried 
to  loosen  the  ties.  Financial  troubles  forced  Denmark  to  change  its  monetary  system 
in  1813.  Until  then  it  had  used  the  Daler  Species  of  96  Skilling  Danske,  which  also 
was  equivalent  to  60  Schilling  Courant  in  Schleswig-Holstein.  From  1813  to  1848 
the  Rigsbankdaler  was  in  use,  divided  in  96  Rigsbankskilling  and  worth  30  Schilling 
Courant  in  the  duchies.  For  both  systems  double  denominated  coins  were  struck. 

After  the  Napoleonic  wars,  the  rump  of  Poland,  after  Austria  and  Prussia  had  taken 
their  share,  was  given  as  a kingdom  to  the  czars  of  Russia.  The  first,  Alexander  I, 
had  some  sympathy  for  his  new  subjects,  and  Poland  was  treated  as  a largely 
autonomous  country.  His  brother  Nicholas  I,  who  succeeded  him  in  1825,  was  more 
inclined  to  integrate  it  in  the  Russian  empire.  The  Poles  revolted  in  1830-31,  and 
after  this  rebellion  was  suppressed,  the  bonds  with  Russia  were  tightened.  They  did 
not  yet  lose  all  their  separate  identity,  as  indicated  by  their  coins.  From  then  until 
1850  several  of  their  coins  showed  equivalences  like  1 zloty  =15  kopeks,  40  groszy 
= 20  kopeks  or  10  zlotych  = 1-1/2  rubles. 

An  interesting  case  of  a coin  with  several  inscribed  values  was  that  of  the  gold  2 
dollar  piece  struck  from  1865  to  1888  for  Newfoundland.  This  colony  did  not  join 
Canada  until  1949  and  this  coin  shows  its  position  between  the  British  Sterling  system 
and  the  Northamerican  dollar  world.  It  states  its  value  as:  2 dollars,  200  cents  and 
100  pence! 

As  a last  category  I should  mention  coins  that  name  their  values  in  different  terms  in 
different  languages.  In  Chinese  coins  that  could  be  dollar  and  yuan.  Egyptian  coins 
struck  between  1914  and  1922  show  the  value  in  piastres  on  the  "western"  side,  and 
in  qirsh  on  the  "Arabic"  side,  on  Lebanese  coins  piastre  is  translated  as  ghursh. 

There  probably  are  many  more  examples,  but  his  should  already  given  an  indication 
of  the  variety  available. 


SECRETS  OF  THE  KHAZARS 

(Stories  of  the  Bi-millennium) 

Glen  Shake , Allen,  Texas,  NI  #2419 

You  may  have  never  heard  of  the  Khazars.  It  is  one  of  the  best  kept  secrets  of  the 
2nd  Millennium.  They  have  been  mentioned  in  history  from  time  to  time  and  even 
in  encyclopedias.  In  the  late  1940s,  they  disappeared  from  many  references  and  were 
officially  removed  from  Soviet  history  books.  The  Iron  Curtain  dropped  not  only  on 
the  Reds  of  the  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe,  but  the  Khazars  too.  Even  current 
references  only  provide  superficial  comments  on  the  Khazars.  Some  refer  to  them  as 
Cuzars.  Khazars  were  eliminated  from  Russian  history  and  even  a very  important 
archeological  site  was  flooded  to  obliterate  them  from  history,  by  the  Reds. 

Now,  in  the  1990s,  with  the  collapse  of  the  old  USSR  Empire,  the  Khazars  may  be 
moving  back  into  a more  detailed  role  in  history.  What  was  their  role  in  the 
formation  of  Mother  Russia,  what  place  did  they  occupy  that  has  importance  for  us 
in  the  West?  Earlier  history  books  give  the  Khazars  credit  for  beginning  the  culture 
we  call  Russian.  They  seem  to  have  shared  the  credit  with  the  Vikings.  The  Viking 
secrets  are  another  story  too. 

The  Khazars  formed  an  empire  on  the  Caspian  Sea  about  600  AD  in  the  first 
millennium  AD.  It  lasted  over  400  years  when  it  disappeared  around  1010  AD.  The 
center  of  their  culture  was  in  the  area  north  of  the  Caspian  Sea  in  what  is  now  the 
Ukraine.  Even  the  Caspian  Sea  was  called  the  Sea  of  the  Khazars  by  the  Vikings,  the 
Byzantine,  the  newly  emerging  Muslims,  the  Bulghars  and  the  hordes  to  the  east  of 
the  Caspian,  who  controlled  the  great  steppes  of  the  Kum  Desert  region.  Their 
strength  and  culture  was  based  on  caravan  trade  between  East  and  West,  North  and 
South  and  the  passages  in  their  lands,  that  permitted  them  to  control  the  merchants, 
armies  and  commerce  in  the  civilized  part  of  the  world  in  the  1st  millennium. 

Now  we  have  confirmation  that  the  Khazars  did  exist.  Some  of  the  artifacts  from 
their  commerce  and  culture  has  been  found  an  authenticated  by  various  scholars  in 
the  numismatic  field.  Much  of  history,  as  we  know  it,  can  be  traced  through  coins 
as  well  as  other  stone  and  wood  artifacts  that  contain  inscriptions. 

Although  the  Khazar  Empire  was  in  business  for  over  400  years,  very  little  of  it 
remains.  The  Reds  in  the  1960s  flooded  the  important  archeological  site  of  the 
Khazars  at  a place  called  Sarkal  Fort  on  the  great  portage,  located  between  the  Volga 
and  the  Dnieper  Rivers.  It  was  established  to  control  and  protect  caravan  travel 
moving  east  and  west  through  this  hub  of  world  traffic  of  the  time.  The  Khazars  are 
credited  with  holding  back  the  great  hordes  of  Mongols  and  Islam  from  invading  the 
West  through  their  territory.  They  battled  and  held  at  bay,  the  Vikings,  the  Muslims, 
The  Byzantine,  the  Bulghars  and  other  warlike  kingdoms. 

The  secrets  of  the  Khazars  is  about  to  come  out.  You  can  find  a web  site  for  the 
Khazars  on  the  Internet.  The  first  book  to  be  published  later  this  year  is  entitled, 
Coins  of  the  Khazars. 
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This  book  will  provide  actual  photos  of  authenticated  coins  of  the  Khazars  and  where 
they  are  located  in  private  collections  and  museums.  They  have  recently  been 
authenticated  by  world  class  experts.  Another  work  in  preparation,  Mysterious 
Khazars , will  be  published  in  the  year  2000  AD  or  sooner.  For  information  on  these 
books  and  other  Bi-Millennium  books  write  or  e-mail  the  author  of  the  two  books  on 
the  Khazars  at:  Glen  Shake,  P.  O.  Box  560,  Allen,  TX  75013,  e-mail  at 

ipp@flash.net. 


The  coin  illustrated  above  is  an  authenticated  Khazar  Imitation  of  an  Abbasid  dirham. 
It  was  from  a publication  of  1848,  by  C.  J.  Thornburg,  Numi  Cufici,  Uppsula, 
Sweden,  who  thought  it  to  be  an  ordinary  Abbasid  coin.  It  is  now  in  the  Royal  Coin 
Cabinet.  Other  coins  of  this  type  exist  in  other  collections.  The  illustration  is 
through  the  courtesy  of  Gert  Rispling,  an  Islamic  specialist  in  Stockholm,  Sweden. 
This  coin  is  therefore  identified  as  BERAkl.  This  catalog  number  sequence  reads  as 
follows:  The  B is  for  the  first  millennium  AD.  The  E is  for  Europe.  The  R is  for 
Russia.  The  A means  it  is  an  Empire  and  kl  is  the  first  identified  coins  of  the 
Khazars  that  has  been  documented.  The  letter  and  number  reference  designation 
below  the  illustration  is  figure  numbering  in  Thornburg’s  publication  and  is  a xerox 
copy.  Additional  information  on  this  and  other  coins  of  the  Khazar  Empire  will  be 
contained  in  the  book.  Coins  of  the  Khazars. 

* ** * * * ** * ******* * ** * ** ****** **** * * * * ***** * ** * **** **** ** **** ***** * * * * 

COINS  OF  THE  BURGUNDIAN  NETHERLANDS  IN  ENGLAND 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  #1786 

In  the  Middle  Ages  England  had  the  tightest  controlled  monetary  circulation  of 
Western  Europe.  Though  Continental  coins  did  penetrate,  they  received  no  cordial 
welcome. 

However,  in  1469  a treaty  was  signed  between  the  King  of  England  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  allowing  the  latter’s  Netherlands  coins  to  circulate  in  England.  The  treaty 
was  never  ratified,  but  one  coin,  the  double  patard  or  double  stuiver  did  enter  in 
quantity.  In  size  and  silver  content  it  was  close  to  the  English  groat.  From  1466-67 
it  weighed  3.08  grams  with  a fineness  of  0.918,  from  1468-74:  3.16  and  0.798,  and 
the  roughly  equivalent  double  briquet  struck  from  1474-87:  3.06  and  0.798.  It  was 
probably  especially  the  first  piece  that  was  accepted.  After  1487  the  Burgundian  state 
and  its  monetary  system  entered  a chaotic  period  and  its  coins  list  their  credibility. 
But  it  is  estimated  that  the  double  patards  formed  10%  and  maybe  up  to  25%  of  the 
silver  circulation  in  England  in  the  1480s  and  1490s. 
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A PARISIAN  ADVENTURE 


Bob  Forrest , Manchester , England,  NI  #2382 


In  "Numismatica  Erotica"  (NI  Bulletin , 
October  1996,  p.248)  I told  the 
entertaining  story  of  a Paris  brothel 
token  - the  one  shown  here  as  Fig.  1.  It 
dates  from  perhaps  the  1920’s,  and 
relates  to  an  establishment  called  AUX 
BELLES  POULES  (To  the  Beautiful 
Chicks),  address:  32  Rue  Blondel. 


On  a recent  trip  to  Paris  I decided  to  pay  a visit  to  Rue  Blondel  to  see  what  had 
become  of  Aux  Belles  Poules.  The  street  runs  parallel  to  the  Boulevard  St.  Denis, 
within  yards  of  the  famous  Porte  St.  Denis,  a former  gate  of  the  city  built  in  1672  by 
Fran$ois  Blondel,  after  whom  (I  presume)  our  street  is  named.  The  street  sign  with 
the  fine  old  gateway  in  the  background  is  shown  in  Fig.  2 (the  view  is  along  Rue  St. 
Denis). 


Fig.  2 Fig.  3 

I arrived  expecting  to  find  that  the  former  premises  of  Aux  Belles  Poules  were  now, 
perhaps,  some  sort  of  lodging  house  or  hotel.  In  fact  it  now  appears  to  be  the 
premises  of  the  Yuwaline  Import-Export  Company,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3,  but  if  you 
look  carefully  at  the  young  lady  in  the  photo  near  to  the  entrance  you  will  see  that 
she  is  wearing  thigh-length  boots,  stockings  and  suspenders.  In  fact,  the  entire  street  - 
both  sides  - was  lined  with  similar  ladies  whose  modesty  had,  shall  we  say,  slipped 
somewhat.  There  were  micro-mini-skirts  and  fishnet  stockings  galore,  hot-pants  and 
plunging  necklines  a plenty.  Of  course,  the  girls  may  have  been  waiting  for  transport 
to  a fancy  dress  party  - it  was  only  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  all,  and  ordinary 
work-a-day  folk  and  shoppers  were  bustling  unconcernedly  to  and  fro  - but  somehow 
I doubt  it,  and  at  the  risk  of  seeming  uncharitable,  I would  say  that  the  Rue  Blondel 
has  not  changed  its  character  since  the  1920 ’s  and  1930’s,  and  is  still  very  much  a 
red-light  area  - when  it  gets  dark  enough  for  the  lights  to  go  on,  that  is! 
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Some  readers  will  perhaps  be  disappointed  that  I didn’t  take  more  photos  of  the  girls 
rather  than  of  the  street  - strictly  as  a background  to  Fig.  1,  of  course.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  having  taken  the  two  photos  reproduced  here,  a rather  obstreperous 
young  man  appeared,  asking  why  I was  taking  photos  (he  didn’t  wait  for  an  answer) 
and  suggesting  strongly  that  I go  and  take  photos  somewhere  else.  He  may,  of 
course,  have  been  the  devoted  brother  of  the  girl  in  Fig.  3,  anxious  for  her  moral 
welfare,  but  for  some  reason  the  word  "pimp"  sprang  to  mind.  Either  way,  I didn’t 
argue  - I had  the  photos  I’d  set  out  to  get,  and  I didn’t  want  a black  eye  to  go  with 
them,  so  I made  what  military  folk  call  a tactical  withdrawal,  and  hopped  on  the 
metro  back  to  my  hotel. 

************************************ ******************************** 


SOME  UNIQUE  or  VERY  RARE  EUROPEAN  DOLLARS  #23 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 

The  county  of  Rietberg,  in  north  central  Germany  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Ems 
between  Munster  and  Lippe,  was  founded  in  1185  by  a member  of  the  Amsberg 
family.  Passing  three  times  thru  the  female  line,  it  was  ruled  in  1601  by  Johann  in 
of  Oestfriesland,  who  had  married  the  heiress  Salome  Katharine.  The  talers  were 
issued  by  the  Cirksena  family. 

JOHANN  m (1601-1625) 


Taler  1619 

IOAN-COM-ET-DO*  - -FRIOR • ET • RITPERG , crowned  arms. 


M ATTI -I  • D • GR  A • ROMANO  • IMPER  • S EM  • A VG  V • , 
crowned  double  eagle  with  orb. 

Not  in  Buse  Very  rare  Dav.  7318A 
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INDEX  OF  CULTURES,  EMPIRES,  KINGDOMS,  AND  COIN 

MINTING  ACTIVITIES 

(A  MILLENNIUM  PROJECT  OF  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL) 

INDEX  D 

This  listing  covers  the  2nd  Millennium  AD  from  1601  to  1800  AD.  The  letter  D is 
used  to  designate  this  period.  The  letter  E is  used  again  in  this  index  to  indicate  the 
coin  minter  is  an  ecclesiastical  organization.  This  includes  members  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire  and  the  Byzantine  Empire  and  other  religious  states.  This 
classification  begins  to  fade  in  this  millennium  and  secular  states  begin  to  form. 

The  letter  I is  used  in  the  index  to  indicate  a member  of  the  Islamic  culture.  It  will 
be  obvious  by  their  expansion  into  Oceania  of  their  growing  cultural  force  which  is 
not  matched  by  their  military  expansion.  Each  letter  E and  I is  immediately  followed 
by  the  millennium  indicator  D.  The  letter  U continues  to  indicate  the  Continents  of 
North  and  South  America.  The  letter  O indicates  the  areas  of  the  world  called 
Oceania  and  this  will  include  Australia. 

The  Bibliography  list  that  we  have  used  previously  applies  to  this  index  with  the 
addition  of  26  noted  below.  Also,  previously  listed  number  1 1 is  revised  to  1 1 A,  1 IB 
and  1 1C  as  shown  below.  Refer  to  the  previous  1999  issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin  for  the 
references. 

The  Index  list  that  follows  is  again  only  a sample  for  each  category  of  listing  and 
most  Ind#s  shown  in  the  master  file  and  contains  the  various  issuers  from  that  Culture 
with  the  various  classes  attributed  to  it.  In  addition  it  contains  a listing  of  the  ruler 
who  holds  power  during  the  date  listed  in  the  Period  field.  The  master  file  is 
copyrighted  and  only  sample  portions  are  shown  here. 

Comments,  corrections,  recommendations  and  additional  references  are  welcome  and 
may  be  sent  to: 

Glen  Shake 
P.  O.  Box  560 
Allen,  TX  75013-0560 
e-mail:  ipp@flash.net 


Added 

Bibliography  reference: 

26. 

Krause  & Mishler,  1985 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  Deluxe 
Edition,  Vol.  I & II 

11  A. 

Krause  & Mishler,  1996 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  1601-1700, 
1st  Edition,  Krause  Publications. 

11B. 

Krause  & Mishler,  1998 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  1701-1800, 
1st  Edition,  Krause  Publications. 

11C. 

Krause  & Mishler,  1996 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  1801-1900, 
1st  Edition,  Krause  Publications. 
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Index  of  Cultures  and  Coin  Minters  1601-1800  AD 
Listed  by  Index  # (INDD.RXD)  4/1/99 


Ind# 

Period 

Culture 

Class 

Ruler 

Location 

Source 

D 

16xx-l 

Secular 

DA 

16xxup 

Asia 

DAB  km 

1781 

Myanmar 

Kingdom 

Malta 

Burma 

1 IB 

DAJk 

1603 

Japan 

Kingdom 

Iyeyasu 

Japan 

11A 

DAKk 

1601ND  Korea 

Kingdom 

Yi  Kweng 

Asia 

11A 

DB 

16xxup 

Imitation 

All 

DC 

China 

Asia 

DCAc2 

1628 

China 

Empire 

Chuang 

China 

11A 

DCpal 

1796ND  Anhwei 

Province 

Anony 

China 

11B 

DE 

16xxup  European 

Europe 

DEFDf 

1795 

France 

Directory 

Anony 

France 

11B 

DEGBa 

1601 

Great  Britain 

Empire 

Elizabeth 

Europe 

11A 

DEGBrs 

1645 

Scarborough 

Rebel 

Anony 

Britain 

11A 

DEGFs 

1737 

Swabian  Lge 

Federation 

Anony 

Germany 

09 

DEHCg2  1617 

Glarus 

Canton 

Anony 

Switzerland 

11A 

DEHcmv 

1770 

Vaud 

Cmk 

Anony 

Switzerland 

11C 

DERusm 

1605 

Moscow 

Usurper 

Dmitri 

Russia 

24 

DI 

16xxup 

India 

DIAs 

1799 

Sikh 

Empire 

Ranjit 

India 

11C 

Die 

1788 

Maratha 

Confederation 

Anony 

India 

11C 

DICd6 

1706 

Diu 

Colony 

John  V 

India 

09 

DIral 

1793ND  Assam 

Rebel 

Anony 

India 

11B 

DNCcmm  1767 

Mozambique 

Cmk 

Anony 

Africa 

11B 

DOC 

Colony 

Oceania 

DOCae 

1750 

Azores 

Colony 

Maria  I 

Oceania 

Portugal 

DOCcm 

1760NDJava 

Cmk 

Anony 

Indonesia 

11B 

DU 

16xx 

America 

DUC 

Colony 

America 

DUCrf 

1787 

Fugio  Cent 

Rebel 

Anony 

USA 

1 IB 

DUCtka 

1722 

America 

Token 

Woods 

USA 

1 IB 

ED 

16xxup  Eccliast 

All 

EDAbo 

1601 

Olmutz 

Bishop 

Franz 

Austria 

11A 

EDBsgr 

1690 

Riga 

Siege 

Anony 

Baltic 

11B 

EDBxbys  1627 

Schlick 

Barony 

William 

Balkans 

09 

EDCpbl 

1704 

Brabant 

Province 

Philip  V 

Coast 

11B 

EDCPf 

1770ND  Fagnolle 

Principality 

Charles 

Coast 

1 IB 

EDEAa 

1601 

Holy  Roman 

Empire 

Rudolf  n 

Austria 

24 

EDFC 

1799 

France 

Counsel 

Napoleon 

Europe 

11C 

EDFprf 

1792 

France 

Pretender 

Louis  XVH 

France 

11B 

EDFtv 

1601 

Verdun 

City 

Eric 

France 

11A 

EDGaf 

1602ND  Fulda 

Abbey 

Balthasar 

Germany 

06 

EDGBpts  1716 

Scotland 

Pretender 

Jacobus 

Britain 

1 IB 

EDGBrf 

1601 

Friedberg 

Burgave 

Johann 

Germany 

06 

EDGchm 

1790 

Munster 

Church 

Anony 

Germany 

1 IB 

EDGdj2 

1628 

Jul-Berg 

Duchy 

Wolfgang 

Germany 

06 

EDGES 

1601 

Saxony 

Elector 

Johann 

Germany 

06 

EDGjf 

1781 

Fugger 

Joint 

Joint 

Germany 

1 IB 

EDGlbl 

1601 

Barby 

Lordship 

Wolfgang 

Germany 

06 

EDGLhl 

1610 

Hesse-Cassel 

Landgrave 

Moritz 

Germany 

06 

EDGmd 

1677 

Durlach 

Margrave 

Friedrich 

Germany 

11B 

EDGnl 

1601 

Essen 

Nunnery 

Margaretha 

Germany 

06 

EDGpsl 

1712 

St.  Alban 

Priory 

Anony 

Germany 

06 
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Ind# 

Period 

Culture 

Class 

Ruler 

Location 

Source 

EDGsyt 

1734 

Thum  & Taxis 

Seigneur 

Anselm 

Germany 

06 

EDIcdl 

1601 

Desana 

County 

Charles 

Italy 

11A 

EDIDv 

1601ND  Venice 

Doge 

Marino 

Italy 

11A 

EDIgdt 

1601 

Tuscany 

Grd  Duchy 

Ferdinand 

Italy 

11A 

EDOcv 

1601 

Vatican 

Kingdom 

Clement 

Italy 

11A 

EDIkzm 

1601ND  Malta 

Knights 

Alofius 

Europe 

11A 

EDImbl 

1601 

Brabant 

Marches 

Albert 

Coast 

11A 

EDIpc2 

1798ND  Camerino 

Province 

Anony 

Vatican 

11B 

EDIpc3 

1736 

Corsica 

Province 

Theodor 

Italy 

11B 

EDIpvr 

1797 

Venice 

Provision 

Anony 

Italy 

11B 

EDIrb 

1796 

Bologna 

Rebel 

Anony 

Vatican 

11B 

EDIRc 

1762 

Corsica 

Republic 

Pasquale 

Italy 

1 IB 

EDItf3 

1612 

Ferrara 

City 

Paul  V 

Vatican 

11A 

EDIuso 

1736 

Orezzo 

Usurper 

Teodoro 

Italy 

11B 

EDOCcmal795 

Azores 

Cmk 

Various 

Oceania 

11C 

EDRAa 

1601 

Russia 

Empire 

Boris 

Russia 

11A 

EDSDv 

1601 

Valencia 

District 

Philip 

Spain 

11A 

EDSkm 

1601 

Majorca 

Kingdom 

Philip 

Spain 

11A 

EDUCcl 

1796 

Castorland 

Colony 

Anony 

USA 

11B 

EDUCc2 

1780 

Cayenne 

Colony 

Anony 

S.  America 

1 IB 

EDUCcmb  1752 

Brazil 

Cmk 

Anony 

S.  America 

11C 

EDUCcmg  1659 

Guatemala 

Cmk 

Anony 

N.  America 

11C 

ED 

16xxup  Islamic 

All 

EDA 

Islamic 

Asia 

IDApa 

1601 

Azerbaijan 

Province 

Mehmed 

Caspian 

11A 

IDE 

Islamic 

Europe 

IDEAa 

1601 

Ottoman 

Empire 

Mehmet 

Turkey 

07 

IDERm 

1798 

Maidive  Is. 

Republic 

Mu’in 

India 

11C 

EDI 

Islamic 

India 

IDIfs 

1754 

Sironj 

Feudatory 

Alamgir 

India 

1 IB 

IDDd 

1728 

Indore 

Kingdom 

Jaswant 

India 

1 IB 

IDIls 

1777 

Selam 

Lordship 

Anony 

India 

11B 

IDIpal 

1772 

Alwar 

Province 

Pratap 

India 

26 

IDIptd 

1804 

Datia 

Protectorate 

Anony 

India 

11B 

EDM 

Islamic 

Mesopotamia 

EDMkql 

1750 

Qajar 

Kingdom 

M.  Hasan 

Iran 

07 

EDMpi 

1703 

Iran 

Province 

Ahmad 

Iran 

07 

EDN 

Islamic 

Africa 

EDNpt 

1603 

Tunis 

Province 

Ahmed  I 

Africa 

11A 

IDNre 

1771 

Egypt 

Rebel 

Ali  Bey 

Africa 

1 IB 

IDO 

Islamic 

Oceania 

EDRkg 

1601 

Giray  Khans 

Kingdom 

Jajji 

Crimea 

07 

Notes  on  Index  D: 


(1)  In  this  Section  of  the  Index,  a major  division  is  now  dropped. 

a)  The  special  designation  for  the  Greeks. 

(2)  The  period  covered  is  now  much  shorter  because  of  the  increasing  number  of  coin  minting 
activities  and  growing  numbers  of  governments. 

a)  A larger  number  of  colonies  is  seen. 

b)  Secular  governments  begin  to  appear  in  Europe. 

c)  Colonies  appear  in  the  Americas  and  in  Oceania,  the  parts  of  the  world  that  hosts 
cultures  in  the  great  seas. 
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d)  Nation  states,  empires  and  small  kingdoms  change  hands  much  faster. 

The  Index  now  only  covers  200  years,  2 centuries. 

(3)  Abbreviations  used: 

Anony  = Anonymous  for  coins  that  have  no  ruler  noted  on  the  coin. 

Cmk  = Countermark,  Counterstamp. 

Eccliast  = Ecclesiastical. 

Grd  = Grand. 

Jul  = Julich. 

ND  = No  Date  specified  on  the  coin.  The  date  listed  is  the  historical  date  or  range  of  dates 
of  a particular  reign  or  duration  of  a government. 

St.  = Saint. 

USA  = United  States  of  America. 

(4)  The  Location  field  becomes  more  important  in  this  Index.  The  reason  for  this  importance  is 
that  using  regional  locators  simplifies  the  number  of  columns  required  in  a field  to  show 
location  and  at  the  same  time  allows  a single  letter  in  the  Ind#  field.  The  most  important  ones 
are  Coast  for  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  Europe,  Baltic  for  the  states  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic, 
Balkans  for  the  states  in  that  region,  Oceania  for  the  states  that  lie  in  the  open  Oceans  of  the 
world,  and  Mesopotamia  for  the  states  in  the  Middle  East. 

***^*%*******4^*******4^**:i^%*****^**%**%******%**********%********************** 

GUBBER 

GUBBER,  s.  This  is  some  kind  of  gold  ducat  or  sequin;  Milbum  says  ‘a  Dutch 
ducat.’  It  may  have  adopted  this  special  meaning,  but  could  hardly  have  held  it  at  the 
date  of  our  first  quotation.  The  name  is  probably  gabr  ( dinar-i-gabr ),  implying  its 
being  of  infidel  origin. 

c.  1590. — "Mirza  Jani  Beg  Sultan  made  this  agreement  with  his  soldiers,  that  every 
one  who  should  bring  in  an  enemy’s  head  should  receive  500  gabars,  every  one  of 
them  worth  12  miris  ...  of  which  72  went  to  one  tanka.” — Tdrtkh-i-Tdhiri,  in  Elliot, 
i.  287. 

1711. — "Rupees  are  the  most  current  Coin;  they  have  Venetians,  Gubbers, 
Muggerbees,  and  Pagodas." — Lockyer,  201. 

1711. — "When  a Parcel  of  Venetian  Ducats  are  mixt  with  others  the  whole  goes  by 
the  name  of  Chequeens  at  Surat,  but  when  they  are  separated,  one  sort  is  called 
Venetians,  and  all  the  other  Gubbers  indifferently." — Ibid.  242. 

1762. — "Gold  and  Silver  Weights: 


oz. 

dwts. 

grs. 

100  Venetian  Ducats  . 

11 

0 

5 

10  (100?)  Gubbers  . . 

10 

17 

12." 

Brooks,  Weights  and  Measures. 


(From  HOBSON-JOBSON,  A glossary  of  colloquial  Anglo-Indian  words  and 
phrases,  and  of  kindred  terms,  etymological,  historical,  geographical  and 
discursive,  by  Col.  Henry  Yule  and  A.  C.  Burnell,  Originally  Published,  1903, 
Reprint,  February,  1968). 
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Book  News  & Reviews 


German  Notgeld  Collector’s  Guide.  By  Dwight  L.  Musser.  Available  from  Dwight  L. 
Musser,  P.O.  Box  905,  Lacoochee,  Florida  33537.  Price  is  $5.00  postpaid. 

This  24  page  booklet,  in  8 1/2  x 11  inch  format,  explains  the  origins  of  German  notgeld 
in  1914  and  details  the  characteristics  of  these  and  other  categories  along  with  12  pages 
of  illustrations  of  selected  representative  examples.  Various  tables,  charts,  lists,  and  a 
list  of  references  contain  information  that  should  prove  useful  to  anyone  seeking  basic 
information. 

The  German  word  notgeld  means  necessity  or  emergency  money  and  can  refer  to  either 
metal  or  paper.  The  notes  are  colorful  and  many  are  inexpensive.  Dwight  has  a listing  of 
German  notgeld  for  sale. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


***** 

Trillion  Mark  German  Notgeld  of  1923.  By  Dr.  Richard  E.  Dickerson.  Ed.  by 
Dwight  Musser.  Originally  published  in  1972  with  the  title  Billionen  Mark  Notgeld. 
Dwight  Musser  recently  found  a copy  and  edited  it  in  1997.  30  pp.,  8 1/2x11  inches. 
Available  from  Dwight  L.  Musser,  P.O.  Box  905,  Lacoochee,  Florida  33537.  Price  is 
$5.00  postpaid 

As  hyperinflation  raged  in  1923,  the  demand  for  ever  more  bank  notes  of  higher  and 
higher  denominations  forced  the  Central  Bank  to  contract  well  over  100  private  firms  to 
assist  in  printing  Reichbanknotes.  The  quality  of  some  issues  deteriorated,  approaching 
the  level  of  “Monopoly”  money.  Even  this  frenzy  of  note  production  was  not  enough  to 
keep  up  with  the  spiraling  demand.  States,  cities,  banks,  and  companies  joined  in  to 
produce  over  50,000  varieties  from  some  5,000  locations.  The  quality  of  this  1923 
notgeld  (emergency  money  issued  by  entities  other  than  the  central  government)  was 
generally  high,  with  a variety  of  designs,  making  them  attractive  to  collectors  today.  The 
denominations  increased  from  thousands  to  millions,  to  millards  to  billions.  Billion  in 
the  German  system  is  equal  to  trillion  in  the  American  system. 

At  least  649  places  issued  notgeld  of  one  billion  (actually  trillion)  mark  or  more.  This 
catalog  of  these  billion  (trillion)  mark  notes  gives  the  issuer  and  identifies  1486  major 
varieties.  Some  representative  examples  with  illustrative  valuations  indicate  the  relative 
scarcity  of  each  item. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


* * * * * 
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2000  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  1901-Present,  27th  Edition.  By  Chester  L. 
Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler.  Ed.  by  Colin  R.  Bruce  II.  Available  from  Krause 
Publications,  Book  Dept.  N29W,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990-0001.  Price 
is  $47.95  plus  $3.25  postage 

The  27th  edition  provides  complete  coverage  of  20th  century  world  coinage,  featuring 
updated  current  prices  for  virtually  every  coin  produced  from  1901  to  early  1999. 

Included  are  current  prices  of  circulating  coinage,  commemoratives,  bullion  issues,  mint 
and  proof  sets,  patterns,  trial  strikes,  essai  coinage,  coin-like  metallic  issues,  and 
historically  significant  tokens. 

The  coins  of  more  than  570  coin-issuing  authorities  are  covered.  The  listings  are 
illustrated  by  more  than  47,000  actual-size  coin  photographs.  The  1,944  page  book  is 
printed  on  8 1/2  x 1 1 inch  pages  with  a soft  cover  and  is  2 1/2  inches  thick.  The  book 
contains  listings  by  date  and  mint  for  world  coins.  Each  issue  is  valued  in  up  to  four 
grades  of  preservation.  There  are  more  than  one  million  coin  prices.  Actual 
precious-metal  weights  are  given  for  silver,  gold,  and  platinum  coins. 

For  each  country  there  is  an  index  map  and  a few  paragraphs  on  its  history,  geography, 
population,  resources,  and  exports.  The  catalogue’s  53  page  introductory  section 
contains  numerous  charts  and  aids  to  assist  world  coin  collectors,  among  which  are:  an 
illustrated  instant  identifier,  a standard  international  numerical  systems  chart,  a guide  to 
grading  terminology  and  abbreviations,  a glossary  of  legend  abbreviations,  a chart  on 
intrinsic  weights  of  coins,  a date  conversion  chart,  an  illustrated  guide  to  Arabic  mint 
names  on  coins,  a mint  index,  a coin  denominations  listing,  a chart  of  coin  sizes,  a listing 
of  foreign  exchange  rates  and  a cross-referenced  country  index.  A user’s  guide  and  a 
grading  guide  area  also  included. 

Individual  catalogue  volumes  covering  17th  century,  18th  century,  and  19th  century  coins 
are  also  available  from  Krause  publications  in  the  same  format  as  the  work  reviewed 
here. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Carlos  Jara,  P.  O.  Box  407139.  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33340:  Wanted  - 
information  on  existence  and  coins  with  the  pinapple  c/s  (now  thought  to  be  a palm 
tree)  attributed  to  BARBADOS  (Pridmore  #8  & 9),  VIEQUES  ISLAND  and  others. 
Will  buy,  trade  or  any  other  deal. 

Bob  Forrest,  53  Bannerman  Avenue,  Prestwich.  Manchester  M25  1DR,  England: 

Can  anyone  please  tell  me  the  significance  of  the  MBRET  E PER  in  the  legend  of  the 
coins  issued,  in  the  name  of  Victor  Emmanuel  m,  by  the  Italians  in  Albania  between 
1939  and  1941? 

Edward  .1.  Moschetti,  P.  O.  Box  4094.  Pittsburgh,  PA  15201-0094:  Would  like  to 
sell  or  swap  silver  and  gold  proof  "Disney"  medals  for  your  coins.  Medals  struck  by 
the  Rarities  Mint.  Also  have  some  "Batman"  and  "Looney  Tunes". 

Bob  Adam,  3012  N.  Wilshire  Lane.  Arlington  Heights.  IL  670004-1750:  Wanted  - 
H.  D.  Rauch  Auction  Catalogs:  need  numbers  1-11,  16,  17,  22. 

******************************************************************** 

DATES  ON  LATE  MEDIEVAL  EUROPEAN  COINS  D 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary , Alberta,  Canada,  NI  # 1786 

Crow  is  not  a favorite  part  of  my  diet,  but  sometimes  I am  forced  to  eat  it.  In  my 
"Dates  on  Late  Medieval  European  Coins"  in  NI  Bulletin , May  1998,  p.147,  I 
mentioned  a coin  of  Franeker  with  the  date  MCCCC  IXo,  which  I took  to  be  1490 
and  thought  unpublished  before.  I was  wrong  on  both  counts. 


Plate  VI,  Nos.  1 & 2 

My  friend  Arent  Pol  of  the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet  in  Leiden  sent  me  a copy  of  Plate  VI 
from  P.  O.  van  der  Chijs,  De  Munten  van  Friesland,  Groningen  en  Drenthe,  etc., 
Haarlem  1855.  It  is  part  of  a handbook  on  Dutch  medieval  coinage  which,  despite 
its  age,  is  still  the  most  comprehensive  on  the  subject.  This  plate  shows  under  No. 
2 a coin  that  is  remarkably  similar  to  mine.  Comparison  with  No.  1 shows  where  my 
IXo  came  from.  The  die  cutter  was  so  confused  that  he  repeated  part  of  the  date,  so 
that  it  shows  as  MCCCC  148.  When  the  top  of  the  date  fell  outside  the  coin,  it  left 
mine  with  IXo.  The  v at  the  end  of  the  date  in  Fig.  1 is  probably  a mistake  for  a 
rather  than  an  additional  mixture  of  numeric  styles. 
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